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The negative reaction gen- 
1 erated by the recent approval 
for construction of a new 
184,000-square-foot Wal-Mart 
Supercenter in the city of 
Hartford has spurred a group 
of residents to form a new 
citizens group. 

Named the Hartford 
Citizens for Responsible 
Government, the group 
began meeting in early April 
to lay the groundwork for 
incorporating with the state 
as a nonprofit organization. 
HCRG also has filed with the 
city as a Political Action 
Committee. 

One of the group's 
fbunders, Ray VonGunten, 
said Wal-Mart was the cata- 
lyst for the action, but the 
group's focus hopes to go far 
beyond monitoring the pro- 
gression of the often contro- 
versial mass retailer. 

"It became clear to us dur- 
ing the Wal-Mart process that 
the city council wasn't listen- 
ing to people and their con- 
cerns," VonGunten said. 
"This organization will pro- 
vide residents with a forum 
to express their concerns and 
to let the peoples' voice be 
heard. That's the main reason 
we formed - to give the peo- 
ple of Hartford another 
voice, a political voice and 
one that these guys will lis- 
ten to." 

The group's next meeting 
is scheduled for Monday, May 
8 at 630 p.m. at the Paradise 
Restaurant on Grand Avenue. 
HCRG has also created a Web 
site at www.hartfordcrg.org 
that will contain information 
about future meetings. The 
group is aff".ited with the 
statewide Citizens for Res- 
ponsible Government. 
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VonGunten said the group 
will also focus on issues relat- 
ing to growth and whether the 
city is growing too fast to 
maintain a high quality of life 
for its residents. 

"We really want to examine 
those growth-related issues, 
like traffic, and the impact that 
the city's growth is having on 
the infrastructure and servic- 
es," VonGunten said. 

In March, Another organiz- 
er, chosen as the spokesperson 
for the group, is Hartford resi- 
dent Marilyn Raschka. 
Raschka ran unsuccessfully as 
a write-in candidate against 
incumbent District 2 Alder- 
man James Core in the recent 
election. 

She was spurred to political 
action by her opposition to the 
Wal-Mart plan and said she 
believes others should get 
involved in the city's future. 

"Every city needs a group 
and residents need to be more 
involved. 

"We just need to get going 

---- She said that her ' i n v o l c  
ment in opposition to the Wal- 
Mart shaped her view that city 
employees and elected officials 
"need to be more accountable" 
on some issues. That won't 
happen until residents get 
involved, she added. 

Hartford Mayor Scott Henke 
said that he supports all forms 
of "citizen involvement." 

He added, "Whether it's one- 
on-one with me or their alder- 
person or as a group, citizen 
involvement at any level is 
great for the city" 

Henke also noted that voter 
turnout for recent city elec- 
tions has been low and he 
hopes the new group will have 
a positive impact on that nega- 
tive trend. 

"The ultimate form of citi- 
zen involvement is when we 
have these elections. 

"Frankly, the turnout for 
the last few has not been good 
and anything that can affect 
that trend is a good thinr " 
Henke concluded. 

and get involved," Raschka 
noted, adding that the low 
voter turnout in the recent city 
election indicates a certain 
level of apathy. "We hope that 
any citizen who has a concern 
about something that affects 
all of us will join us." - - 


